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Highlight Boxes 
 

It is one thing to talk about a particular object on the screen, but itÕs another thing entirely to draw 
your viewersÕ attention to it. The best way to do this is by using highlight boxes. 

 

If you need to, click the ÔEditÕ tab to return to the ÔeditÕ view. 

 

When you recorded a project, Captivate 2 will have automatically inserted 
highlight boxes for you on anything that you clicked. On a slide, click on a 
highlight box. It will now have handles that you can use to resize the object. 
Double-click on the highlight box to open its dialog box. 

 

It is easy to create a new highlight box where there are none.  

 

From the ÔInsertÕ menu, select ÔHighlight boxÕ.  
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The ÔNew Highlight boxÕ dialog box will open, allowing you to 
decide the colour, size and location of your new highlight box. 

 

 

The dialog box has four tabs. The first tab allows you to adjust 
the frame colour, its fill colour and its level of transparency. 

 

 

Select the colours you wish to use. 

 

 

 

A fabulous addition to Captivate 2 is the option to inverse the 
highlight box Ð effectively darkening everything else on the 
slide.  

 

To do this, check the ÔFill outer areaÕ box. 
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TIP Ð although you may have a great colour scheme in 
mind when you work with highlight boxes, it is probably 
best to use ÔblackÕ as the fill colour when using an inverted 
highlight box and adjust the transparency percentage to 
suit Ð this way it merely darkens everything else on the 
slide instead of tinting it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Near the bottom of the dialog box is the option to ÔApply to allÕ Ð checking 
this box will transform all of the highlight boxes in your project.  

 

 

You can choose to alter only some of the highlight boxes by clicking the 
ÔSettingsÕ button, and choosing the options you wish from the drop down 
menu. 
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TIP Ð you may find it easier to adjust the timing of 
the highlight box visually by clicking and dragging 
on the timeline. 

 

The second tab ÔOptionsÕ allows you to adjust how 
long the highlight box is displayed for, and whether it 
fades in or out. 

 

 

Click the drop-down arrow next to ÔEffectÕ to select 
from one of the four options Ð Ôfade in and outÕ, Ôfade in 
onlyÕ, Ôfade out onlyÕ and Ôno transitionÕ. 
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The third tab allows you to add audio to the highlight box Ð 
this may prove useful to further direct attention in your 
project.  

 

 

 

You can either record a new piece of audio, or import a 
sound file (for further details of how to do this, see the 
ÔAudioÕ section of this course). 
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TIP Ð you may find this easier by visually dragging the 
handles of the object on the slide instead. 

 

The fourth tab allows you to adjust the size and position of 
the highlight box. 

 

 

 

 

 

DonÕt forget that objects on the timeline are hierarchical. You 
may wish to make sure that the highlight box doesnÕt obscure 
any other objects you have placed on the slide.  

 


